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Abstract 

Which assessment is given to the German language within the multilingual Luxembourgish 

setting? When do the Luxembourgish people use German as a communication tool? These 

questions may seem trivial. Observed through their impact on the language discourse in 

Luxembourg and seen in a complex language situation, they become rather complicated; 

pervaded by social, political, cultural and historical aspects as well as individual and societal 

experiences and problems. The German language plays an ambivalent role in Luxembourg. It 

appears rarely in the everyday face-to-face communication, but is deeply rooted in the language 

law and represents an important information and educational tool in the society. The historic 

language bonds between German and Luxembourgish are so close that German is part of the 

cultural heritage of a Luxembourgish identity. Meanwhile the German language remains a 

reminder of the historically experienced menace from outside. Analyzing the German language in 

Luxembourg, the planned PhD project is anchored on three fundamental research questions:?To 

what extent do supra-individual thought patterns and Topoi govern the usage of the German 

language in Luxembourg??To what extent is the German language being instrumentalized in the 

language conflict in Luxembourg??Which function does the German language fulfill as a 

Gebrauchssprache in Luxembourg and which function will it probably occupy in the future?The 

PhD project is based on the theoretical field of sociolinguistics and draws methodologically upon 

critical discourse analysis. It would provide the first large-scale study that specifically deals with 

the German language in Luxembourg. Considering that it would clarify the status and function of 

German in Luxembourg, that it would furnish essential findings to the architects of Luxembourgish 

language policy – findings that could also leave marks on the evolution of anti-xenophobic 

concepts and intercultural education methods – this PhD project is an urgent task. 


